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cost of the present facility must be 
compared to the cost of the facility 
used by the grantee before purchase of 
its current facility. If the facility used 
by the grantee before the purchase of 
its present facility was deemed inad-
equate by the responsible HHS official, 
or the grantee had no previous facility, 
the alternative facility shall be an 
available, appropriate facility (or fa-
cilities) of comparable size that was 
available for rent in the grantee’s serv-
ice are at the time of its purchase of 
the current facility. Grantees which 
have established under § 1309.10(f) that 
there is a lack of alternative facilities 
that will prevent or would have pre-
vented operation of the program are 
not required to provide a cost compari-
son under this paragraph. 

(2) Grantees proposing to construct a 
facility must compare the costs of con-
structing the proposed facility to the 
costs of purchasing a suitable alternate 
facility or owning, purchasing or leas-
ing an alternative facility which can be 
made suitable for use through inci-
dental alterations and renovations or 
major renovations. The alternative fa-
cility is one now owned by the grantee 
or available for lease or purchase in the 
grantee’s service area. If no such facil-
ity is available, this statement must 
explain how this fact was determined 
and the claim must be supported, 
whenever possible, by a written state-
ment from a licensed real estate pro-
fessional in the grantee’s service area. 

(3) A grantee proposing to undertake 
a major renovation of a facility must 
compare the cost of the proposed ren-
ovation (including the cost of pur-
chasing the facility to be renovated, if 
the grantee is proposing to purchase 
the facility) to the costs of con-
structing a facility of comparable size. 
In place of the cost comparison re-
quired in the preceding sentence, a 
grantee proposing to make major ren-
ovations to a leased facility must show 
that the monthly or annual occupancy 
costs for the term of the lease, includ-
ing the cost of the major renovations, 
is less than, or comparable to, the 
costs of purchasing or leasing any 
other facility in the grantee’s service 
area which can be made suitable 

through major renovations, if such a 
facility is available. 

(d) The grantee must separately de-
lineate the following expenses in the 
application: 

(1) One-time costs, including but not 
limited to, costs of purchasing the fa-
cility to be renovated, the down pay-
ment, professional fees, moving ex-
penses, the cost of site preparation; 
and 

(2) Ongoing costs, including, but not 
limited to, mortgage payments, insur-
ance premiums, maintenance costs, 
and property taxes. If the grantee is ex-
empt from the payment of property 
taxes, this fact must be stated. 

(e) The period of comparison for pur-
chase, construction or major renova-
tion of a facility is twenty years, ex-
cept that for the purchase of a modular 
unit the period of comparison is ten 
years and the period of comparison for 
major renovation of a leased facility is 
the period of the lease remaining after 
the renovations are completed. For ap-
provals of the use of Head Start funds 
to continue purchase of the facility the 
period of comparison begins on the 
date the purchase began. 

(f) If the facility is to be used for 
other purposes in addition to the oper-
ation of the Head Start program, the 
cost of use of that part of the facility 
used for such other purposes must be 
allocated in accordance with applicable 
Office of Management and Budget cost 
principles. 

[68 FR 23221, May 1, 2003]

§ 1309.12 Timely decisions. 

The responsible HHS official shall 
promptly review and make final deci-
sions regarding completed applications 
under this part.

Subpart C—Protection of Federal 
Interest

§ 1309.20 Title. 

Title to facilities acquired with grant 
funds vests with the grantee upon ac-
quisition, subject to the provisions of 
this part.
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